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University of Minnesota, Morris
Scholastic Committee
Minutes #17, April 13, 2004
The Scholastic Committee met on Tuesday, April 13th, at 9:00 a.m. in the Community Services
Conference Room. The final meeting of the year is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 27th, in the
same location.
Members present: W. Cox, K. Crandall, K. Ellis, N. McPhee, B. McQuarrie, L. Meek (Chair), R.
Richards, J. Ropp, T. Faux, K. Klinger (coordinator), J. Mullin, R. Thielke
1. The April 6th minutes were distributed and approved.
2. Announcements:
a. Chair L.Meek reported that the designation assigned to Th 2111, Creative Drama with Children, had
been changed from Fine Arts (FA) to Artistic Performance (ArtP) in the middle of the two-year catalog.
This is causing problems for some of the Elementary Education majors who had completed annual
planning assuming the FA designation. The Committee voted to empower the administrative committee
(K. Klinger, R.Thielke. L. Meek) to respond to individual requests from students who are caught in this
change. The FA designation will be available to those students who can show that they had chosen the
course to meet the Fine Arts requirement.
b. K. Klinger reported that Linda Ellinger, Associate V-P in Vice-Provost Provost Swan's office, had
supported the Scholastic Committee's decision to change the repeat policy to allow students who earn a
C- to retake a course without special permission: However, in the past week, she wrote to say she may
have been too hasty in her response because of concerns expressed from a systems perspective. She asks
that we "wait on this" until she has a chance to talk with the UMTC Office of the Registrar. Both Klinger
and Thielke will check this further, before a determination is made whether to withdraw the repeat policy
from the April 19 Assembly agenda.
3. Klinger asked that the Committee allow pending faculty recommendations for use of CLEP in the
degree program to be implemented with the incoming students. Formal approval, first by the Scholastic
Committee and then by the Assembly will be requested in 2004-05.
4. Barry McQuarrie asked to delay until the next meeting his update on Academic Integrity Web-site
progress. The FAQ for students is still in progress. The UMM academic integrity address is:
http://cda.mrs.umn.edu/~mcquarrb/AcadInt/AcademicIntegrity.html
5. Final examinations: Dean Schwaller has asked the Scholastic Committee us to provide more guidelines
for the interpretation of the final examination policy, particularly in the catalog description (p. 39):
Instructors are not permitted to hold their final examinations ahead of the regularly scheduled time
except under unusual circumstances and by approval of the appropriate division chair persons. Members
of the Committee found the written explanations of the policy by the Dean, in earlier UMM class
schedules, and in the catalog to be less clear than the original policy statement. Chair Meek researched
the policy on the Web and found it to be clear. UM policy clearly states that final exams may not be held
before the regularly scheduled time. Further, the Dean’s web page clarifies that SCEP policy is that the
final exam of the semester is the last exam, whether it is cumulative or not. In addition, lab practicums
can be given during the last week of class and out-of-class work (papers, tests, etc.) that is assigned before
the last week of class can be due on the last day of class. A central question raised by J. Ropp is whether
the instructor can give an exam other than the final in the last week of the term. Chair Meek will meet
with Dean Schwaller to clarify his concerns. She will draft a clearer final examination statement for
review by the Committee.

